
Neighbourhood Plan Meeting   
 
Conversation with the Court House management Committee 
3rd August 2015 
 
Present: Liz Allan, Robin Bunce, Mike Coley, Sarah Tetlow, Pat Secker, and 
Trish Brocklebank (5 of the 10 members of the Court House Management 
team.) 
 
After introductions, a brief explanation was given   of what a Neighbourhood 
Plan is, why we are doing it and where we are in the process. It was explained 
that the plan will look to the future focusing on what the Parishioners will need 
over the next 20 years and the type of development that the Parish would 
support. The group were aware of the work of the Neighbourhood Steering 
Group. 
 
The 6 sections of the proposed Neighbourhood Plan were highlighted and 
discussion began with the community facilities that might be required and the 
role the Court House plays now and in the future. The following points were 
made; 
 

• The Court House, which was built in 1905, is a Grade II listed building, 
used as a Court House until 1975 and purchased by Blofield Parish 
Council in 1980. It is a Parish Asset and it is unique because of its 
heritage. It has been used for heritage events. 

• There is a strong active management team in place that have made 
improvements to the building in the last 10 years and have been 
creative in hosting a variety of events e.g.  Village cinema, jazz evening 
and many various club meetings. 

• The size of the hall is a suitable venue for groups of 50 or so and 
provides an ideal atmosphere for the cinema events. 

• The Court House is a popular venue, with regular bookings although 
there is some spare capacity for bookings in the mornings and on 
some Fridays. 

• There was some discussion about the need for a new community 
centre for the village to meet future requirements, whilst some believe 
that there is not a need it was noted that with a growing population, in 
the medium to long term there could be a need.  

• There is a real concern that if the village does have a new community 
centre that there would be competition for the events and for funding 
from the parish.  

• It was agreed that there is a need for more outdoor recreational 
facilities and play equipment for older children. 

• There was discussion about the limited use of the recreation ground at 
the Margaret Harker site and whether it could be more freely available 
to all. 

 
Other topics discussed included; 
 

• The congestion in The Street, concurring with much of the feedback we 



have already received and feel that it needs to be improved however it 
was agreed that there is not an easy solution. 

• The junction to the east of the village onto A47 and 1 individual 
expressed the view that this junction should not be closed. 

• There was discussion regarding the difficulties experienced at the 
roundabout west of the village onto A47 and there was general 
agreement that it should be improved in some way, particularly as the 
volume of traffic increases. 

• With regard to the local economy, we should welcome small 
commercial enterprises and services but we should not have larger 
industrial businesses operating in the parish.  

• Any businesses should have adequate parking for the operation of their 
business. 

• That future housing developments should be limited to smaller 
schemes based on local need.  

 
 
 
 
 


