
Neighbourhood Plan Meeting 
 
Conversation with Heathlands Management Committee 5.5.2015 
 
Present – Trish Brocklebank (TB), Yvonne Burton, Miles Green, HMC – Clare 
Norton, Jill Willett, Brenda Dawson, Lilly, Jackie and Alan Oakes - Jean Yaxley 
arrived later. 
 
TB gave an introduction to explain what a Neighbourhood Plan was and that we 
needed to get ideas from HMC.  In summary a NP is part of the planning process.  
We hope to have it done by the end of the year.  Broadland DC is supportive; it is 
different from a parish plan in that it is about the built environment, not as broad as a 
parish plan.  If it is accepted by planners, it should be referred to. This is a new plan 
for the next 20 years.  We have a plan in draft at the moment.  We are refining it 
checking what people think. By the end of the year we should have a plan, which the 
residents of Blofield and Blofield Heath will vote for to endorse, validate it. 
 
MG The incentive is that funding is greater, if there is a neighbourhood plan in place.  
Real money will be available for halls, roads, amenities. 
 
TB We are following a process, which has links to policies, has credibility, references 
to buildings, countryside, roads.  TB handed out the draft plans; the draft is the bare 
bones, the aim is to respond to planned building, protecting the rural environment.  It 
is important to develop a policy for what to do with money from the developments. It 
could also influence future building within development boundaries.  
 
Maps of the parish, with the planned developments were given out for the committee 
members to study.  
 
TB went through the objectives briefly and asked which objectives the committee 
would like to discuss. 
 
CN What is the timescale 
 
TB It should be adopted in January 2016, next spring money could be available. 
 
Heathlands 
 
New roof needed £80 - 100,000, plus new windows.  Heathlands needs upgrading 
(built 1960) to be enhanced or a new hall is needed. 
 
There has already been investment in a new floor, kitchen and toilets. 
 
TB Who uses the hall 
 
Who are the age groups – Toddlers and babies, playgroup, brownies, day centre/ 
lunch club for 30 people from Blofield and Blofield Heath, Zumba, badminton, keep 
fit, Bingo.  Most groups are people/children from the village.  Youth Club no longer 
run.  Private hire for parties etc. 
 
Heathlands is in constant use. 
 



Social Club is vibrant – darts, pool, events, beer festival.  Events draw people from 
outside the village. 
 
Heathland is the hub of the village. 
 
New development near Heathlands is on hold. 
 
Hall would be used by new residents. 
 
Car park needs work to repair. 
 
There are two fields one used for football, changing rooms need improvement. 
 
Number one priority is Heathlands. 
 
 
Connectivity 
 
There is fast traffic through the village.  Speed reduction signs needed. 20mph /slow 
down etc. 
 
Footpath needed to the cross roads near SHES. 
 
Cycle path/trod between the villages, to reconnect them as main road separates 
them. 
 
Few good places to walk a dog – Bonds road, Blofield Corner Road – Dawsons Lane 
used but actually a private road. 
 
Access to the A47 is difficult. 
 
Pleased new bus has been restored to Acle and Gt Yarmouth. 
 
 
Amenities 
 
Nice to have a sports centre. 
 
The field is the only open space. 
 
Look of the village important. 
 
Town Pit – Keep Blofield Special used to maintain, now looked after by PC, it has 
baby ducks at the moment.  It used to be bigger and deeper.  Steam engines used to 
fill tanks with water from it. 
 
Improve signage at start of village. 
 
Identify assets e.g. trees, playing fields.  Assets should be listed. 
 



(There was some discussion about the land held in trust for the ‘poor’ of Blofield and 
Blofield Heath, 37 acres of farming land.  It was strongly felt that it should be 
protected and retained as such.) 
 
 
Housing 
 
There are more suitable sites in Blofield Heath than the ones being developed e.g. 
opposite council houses. 
 
Smaller houses, 2/3 bedrooms needed with parking spaces. 
 
Sheltered housing – there is none in Blofield Heath. 
 
Developments should be small dotted around the village. 
 
 
Infrastructure 
 
Flooding at end of Francis lane, near the Hall, ditches can’t cope.  Borton Road has 
surface water drainage issues. 
 
 
Economy 
 
PO very important, village shop busy, Energy Company, SHES Nursery, Snellings, 
Indian Restaurant, and the other Nursery – they support local businesses. 
 
Concerned about new supermarket and Restaurant at Manor Farm, will kill local 
businesses. 
 
 
Services 
 
No doctors surgery in Blofield Heath – accept that it is too expensive to have the 
Doctors in two locations. 
 
TB brought the conversation to a close. 
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