
Neighbourhood Plan Meeting 
 
Conversation with Hemblington School Governors 1.7.15 
 
Present –Simon Taylor Chair of Governors, eight School Governors (G) and Stuart 
Moore arrived later. Trish Brocklebank (TB), Yvonne Burton (YB) 
 
TB gave an introduction to explain what a Neighbourhood Plan is: - 
 
Where we are in the process i.e. that we were talking to groups in the community to 
understand what is wanted, going forward, gathering information about  housing 
services, transport – the built environment etc.  Lots of villages are doing plans.  
They should shape the villages over the next 20, up to 30 years. The Neighbourhood 
Plan becomes a statutory document when adopted by Broadland DC and accepted 
by residents.  Developers and others should take notice of it.  Rachel Leggett is the 
consultant guiding the process. Currently the draft has 13 objectives and six policy 
sections. The final draft will be in place by the end of September. Please come and 
view it at Blofield 26th and Heathlands 27th September 2015.  We are meeting with 
the School Governors to gather their views and discuss the concern about school 
places for children. 
 
G  What are the nuts and bolts of the situation? 
 
TB  Looking ahead to the next 3 years, the number of houses being built in BH is 
60 and in B 400, which mean many more school places will be needed.  Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) from the developers - some will come to the schools and 
some will come to the Parish.  There will be access to this money and we need to 
use it appropriately. 
 
G The impact could be one child per household, the limit of Hemblington School 
when full is 190 – 195, and there are physical limits of class room space, playground 
space, hall space.  Extending the hall and field has been discussed previously but 
more land would probably be needed. 
 
G 500 extra children could require a new school. 
 
TB The children will not arrive all at once, there will is likely to be a peak in 2017 - 
18.  This could be alleviated by extending Blofield School which has been surveyed 
by NCC for expansion.  Plans for this are being discussed but they are waiting to 
hear back from County. 
 
G A Cluster group has talked about having another school, but County have said 
‘No’. 
 
G Extra housing means, extra traffic at the junction and there is no crossing. A 
pedestrian crossing is needed from the shops to the other side of Woodbastwick 
Road.  Parents park at Heathlands and the Tamarind, to bring children to the school.  
Speed limit needed? 
 
TB It may not be desirable to have a 20mph speed limit as you may not get a 
crossing. It may be better to keep Woodbastwick Road 30 mph, but change Mill Road 
to 20mph. 



 
G A Lollipop person?  Cannot be justified because School is on a side road.  
 
TB passed maps round showing planned developments. Developments have been 
approved but some of the detail is not yet in place, final layout, mix of houses etc. 
 
G The plans have been approved, but infrastructure improvements have not been 
planned. 
 
TB The view is that the infrastructure will follow development.  A Plan is needed 
for this and for any further development.  We will be in a stronger position if we have 
a Neighbourhood Plan in place and we will have access to more money. 
 
G  Mobile class rooms would be needed.  We have already discussed if we want 
to be a bigger school.  We will be forced to have bigger class sizes, currently 28, but 
may have to go to 32. 
 
G We want it to be a village school.  If the school becomes too big we will lose 
that. However the fact is that is going to be a bigger village. We need to have a long 
term discussion about whether we can maintain what we are. 
 
TB  Currently the draft plan states that we want to ensure a place for every child 
within the parish and to work with the schools to achieve this. Other thoughts which 
have been mentioned are possibly using facilities at Heathlands?   Heathlands is fully 
booked.  Are other facilities needed in the village? 
 
G There is open space adjacent to the rear of the school field.  Land belongs to 
David Bond. 
 
YB  There is open land behind the school. Could school expand that way? 
 
G Land space at the school is tight.  If we had more land, we would have to take 
more children. 
 
TB Or share facilities with Heathlands? 
 
G  This is a question that needs to be looked at and discussed. Difficult to 
facilitate - use of field there, would involve children crossing the road.   
 
G There is a risk of going against the flow.  There is the danger of the school 
becoming uneconomic. 
 
TB Brundall is also getting more development, 60 houses at Mallards, and 150 
new houses at Cucumber Lane.  Brooms development has not been approved, but 
they are seeking expansion at Yarmouth Road, both sides – moving their factory 
from the riverside.  Is Brundall School full?  Lingwood School? 
 
 
There was general discussion about the possibility of a new school however it would 
mean closing down existing two schools and make one very large school. Where a 
new school would be sited? It was noted that the priority is getting children in to 



schools; the admissions policy at school dictates criteria. It was also stated that we 
value living in two villages, with two village schools.   
 
G Bigger mixed year groups would be needed, not desirable, we have worked 
towards not having to have them. As governors we need to discuss this situation in 
more detail.  
 
G What is the life span? 
 
TB 25 to 30 years.  Please update with any ideas, as they come up.  We are in 
ongoing discussion with Broadland DC to ensure that what we are putting in the Plan 
is acceptable 
 
 Please look at the conversations on the ‘Blog’.  Come to see the draft Plan.   
 
Flyers given out. 
 
TB  Thanked the Governors for their time. 
 
 
Yvonne Burton 5.7.15 
 
 
 


