
Neighbourhood Plan Meeting 
 
Conversation with Arts Group and Blofield Church Parishioners, 18 May 2015 
 
Present: Trish Brocklebank (TB), Graham Cooper, Sarah Coldham, Yvonne Mack and 7 other attendees 
 
TB gave an introduction of what a Neighbourhood Plan is and that we were seeking ideas from the Arts 
Group in Blofield. In addition it might to be possible to receive some information from those that attend 
Blofield Church, of which three were present. A Neighbourhood Plan can make a difference now and in the 
future to the types of development that might occur and the types of houses that may be built, but is unlikely 
to change the number of houses that have been given permission to be built to date in Blofield. 
 
Everybody who was at the Consultation Conversation was aware of the Neighbourhood Plan. TB went 
through the objectives briefly and asked which objectives the group would like to discuss. 
 
Social and Cultural 
 
The drama group were keen to emphasise the following key points: 
 

• The group struggles to find a place to rehearse their productions. This is not necessarily a matter of 
cost but rather a lack of  time available at the existing venues in Blofield and Blofield Heath; i.e. 
Margaret Harker Hall, Court House and Heathlands. The Margaret Harker Hall is often fully booked. 

• Currently rehearsals and practices are held in Blofield Church. 
• The drama group now needs a more suitable space to allow the group to grow. A youth arm would 

be a desirable addition to the group and like other arts groups in the parish there is a waiting list for 
joining.  Many arts groups can not expand their membership due to limited facilities to accommodate 
new members. 

 
In the last year the drama group has put on a pantomime, summer show, First World War piece, story telling 
and been involved with Blofield and Blofield Heath's Open Gardens. 
 
To achieve future growth and meet demand the drama group would like to have access to a new build, which 
is adaptable for music and dance. This would offer a performing space, with sound  and lighting systems that 
the group could source on the second hand market. 
 
This would allow the group to run longer shows. Currently restricted to two nights whereas other drama 
groups within Broadland are able to offer seven night shows. With a suitable venue the drama group would 
be able to offer workshops for younger people and have them involved in set design, lighting and electrics 
and become involved in stage production. This often goes on to generate a real interest for young people in 
the arts and a feeling of belonging to a group involved with the performing arts. 
 
Many at the meeting then highlighted that the following arts groups also experienced similar problems in the 
parish: the Dimension School of Dance, Broadland Rocks and Hemblington Harmony. 
 
Environmental 
 

• Want Blofield Primary School to maintain its playing fields and wild life area for the school children; 
• Protect the existing footpaths and bridleways in the parish ; 
• Create a new link, footpath/cycleway, between Blofield and Blofield Heath as was created between 

Great Plumstead and Little Plumstead when the hospital site was developed with new housing by 
the developer; 

• Some at the meeting indicated that they would use such a footpath/cycleway to take their children to 
and from Blofield Primary School rather than use the car to come from Blofield Heath; 

• Better definition of green and open spaces within the new developments with appropriate play 
equipment;  

• A new footpath from Wyngates through Norfolk Homes new housing development to the surgery and 
school. 

 
Transport and Pedestrian Crossings 
 

• Pedestrian crossing close to Blofield  Primary school; 
• Open the end of Globe Lane so that traffic can exit on to Yarmouth Road; 
• Improve the traffic flow at Brundall roundabout. 



Housing 
 
Planned housing is too high a density and looks like dolls houses facing each other. There should be mixed 
housing developments with affordable housing included. 
 
Future development coming before the planning authorities should be seen not to be joining Blofield to 
Brundall to Postwick to Thorpe St. Andrew in Norwich. 
 
Drainage 
 
Flooding at the Kings Head cross roads in Blofield. 
 
Infrastructure 
 
The main sewer located along Yarmouth Road in Blofield carries sewage from South Walsham through 
Blofield to Whitlingham Sewage Works. Often the road and sewers are being opened as the existing 
infrastructure is at capacity and it is hard to understand how the existing sewer network will accommodate 
the new housing developments. 
 
Blofield Heath does not have BT Infinity as it is too far from the Brundall telephone exchange.  BT need to 
upgrade the broadband link between Blofield Heath and Brundall. 
 
Business 
 
The Street in Blofield is the heart of the village and it would be a significant loss to lose the existing 
businesses, in particular the Post Office which many rely upon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


