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Notes of Blofield Parish Neighbourhood Plan, Local Businesses Meeting, 
17.30, 05/05/15 @ Heathlands. 
 
Present: Rachel Leggett, project Consultant; Kirstin Hughes, Broadland District 
Council Business Development; Miles Green; Steve Briggs, Note taker (all Steering 
Group).  
Representatives from: Paws-a-While Cattery (1), Blofield Heath; Norfolk Premier Golf 
(2), Blofield;  KJL Solicitors (2), Blofield.  
 
Thirty one local businesses had been invited. Four of the five attendees live in the 
parish as well as running businesses, and gave a mix of personal and business 
perspectives 
 
RL introduced the concept of the Neighbourhood Plan (NP), the process of devising, 
and progress so far, outlining the draft objectives of the NP at this stage. In 
consultation to date, congestion and transport issues have been prominent. The Post 
Office and Kings Head are widely regarded as important. 
 
KJL Solicitiors, whose office is on the High Street, expressed strong concerns 
about parking and traffic management. Their business was located in the village 
because of convenient access for clients. Many of their clientele were from Blofield 
and surrounding villages. Their perspective was that the traffic situation had 
worsened and would continue to do so with new housing development, unless 
stronger traffic management was in place. If it deteriorated much further, the benefit 
of being located outside Norwich would be lost and they may move. MG suggested 
no parking at all, and to use the car park at The Kings Head. Norfolk Premier Golf 
responded that restricting parking completely would be a death knell to local 
businesses, and that use of the pub car park alone would not resolve the overall 
problem. Debate followed that part of the pub car park was previously leased by 
Enterprise Inns for public use, but that this had been discontinued and under new 
Tenancy there was perhaps only an informal invitation.  
 
It was noted that (older) people park along the Yarmouth Road to use bus passes 
into the city.  
 
The amount of parking on the grass verge near the scaffolding business was also 
noted and concern expressed that this would be impossible with no alternative once 
work started on the Manor Park site.  
 
The importance of pedestrian and driver customers to the local shops was agreed, 
but there was debate about generational differences and expectations of parking and 
convenience.  
 
Throughout the meeting, the subject of parking and traffic management was 
revisited, with discussion about a one-way system: northwards to Doctors Road, 
southwards down Doctors Road.   
 
MG reported a conversation with the proprietor of the Post Office on the High Street, 
that it would not be viable without a shop. SB commented that in consultation about 
the approval of the Manor Park supermarket development two years ago, this was 
stated formally. The Blofield Post Office provided a mail sorting depot for surrounding 
village Post Offices. The Blofield Heath Post Office and shop had also made formal 
objections about the likely impact of the Manor Park supermarket scheme. PAW 
suggested Mitchell`s Newsagent would be more affected. 
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Changing shopping habits were discussed with no conclusion. KH commented that 
shopping profiles are changing. Yes, encourage use of local shops but also local 
shops need to adapt.   
 
RL asked about the expansion of the village and impact on local businesses present. 
Norfolk Premier Golf said it would be a definite benefit to their business. The 
development might be viewed as a business gain and personal loss. KJL agreed 
additional custom would arise. Paws-a-While reported additional custom from 
housing development in Great Plumstead. In theory any expansion would be 
beneficial.  
 
SB asked whether the businesses anticipated increasing employees in the light of 
the housing development. Norfolk Premier Golf & KJL reported this was likely and 
they will be employing additional people in the current year.  
 
RL asked about expansion of business units, and businesses that may be missing 
from the current scene. Paws-a-While questioned the need for more business units 
in the light of the nearby business parks. Norfolk Premier Golf commented that 
parking still the issue when considering any business expansion. 
 
RL asked whether the condition of utilities such as broadband and flooding had any 
impact. No impact was reported. 
 
RL asked each representative to nominate one thing that should go in the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
KJL: Alter the High Street to enable better traffic throughput and parking. KH if the 
right solution can be found the District Council may be able to help with capital 
funding.  
 
Paws-a-While: Provide a highway from A47, Yarmouth direction, to access the 
housing development at Gt. Plumstead (which is still expanding). Traffic has to use 
Hall Rd as access. It is a narrow road and has become dangerous. 
 
Norfolk Premier Golf: Sort out the old Yarmouth Rd between the village and the 
roundabout. 400 more houses, the supermarket and new business units will equate 
to between 2000 & 4000 more vehicle movements per day. 
 
The meeting closed at 18.30. 
  
           


