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Date: 26 November 2015  
Our ref:  168754  

 
Rachel Leggett 
Independent consultant on behalf of Blofield Parish Council 
 
blofieldplan@gmail.com 
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
 

 

 Customer Services 

 Hornbeam House 

 Crewe Business Park 

 Electra Way 

 Crewe 

 Cheshire 

 CW1 6GJ 

 

 T 0300 060 3900 

  

Dear Ms Leggett 
 
Planning consultation:  Pre-submission version of the Blofield Neighbourhood Plan and  
    accompanying draft Sustainability Appraisal 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 14 October 2015 which was received by Natural 
England the same day. 
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the 
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.  
 
Natural England is a statutory consultee in neighbourhood planning and must be consulted (under 
Schedule 1 (1) of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations) on draft neighbourhood development 
plans by the parish/town council or neighbourhood forum where they are likely to affect a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) or 20 hectares or more of Best and Most Versatile (BMV) 
agricultural land. We must also be consulted where proposals require screening for Habitats 
Regulations Assessments (HRAs). 
 
Comments on the Pre-submission version of the Blofield Neighbourhood Plan 
 
We consider that the Plan and its policies are generally unlikely to have any adverse effect 
on the natural environment, including designated sites and landscapes. 
 
However, to improve the clarity of the Plan and demonstrate conformity with the Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations (2010), as amended (the ‘Habitats Regulations’)1, Natural 
England advises that the wording of Policy ENV1 (Allotment, orchard and green space) should be 
amended to reflect the requirement for green space provision in development proposals in 
accordance with Policies EN1 and EN3 of the Broadland Development Management Development 
Plan Document. 
 

                                                
1
 Requirements are set out within Regulations 61 and 62 of the Habitats Regulations, where a series of steps and tests 

are followed for plans or projects that could potentially affect a European site. The steps and tests set out within 
Regulations 61 and 62 are commonly referred to as the ‘Habitats Regulations Assessment’ process.    
The Government has produced core guidance for competent authorities and developers to assist with the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment process. This can be found on the Defra website. http://www.defra.gov.uk/habitats-
review/implementation/process-guidance/guidance/sites/ 
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The HRAs undertaken for the Broadland Site Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD) and 
Development Management DPD identified the risk of cumulative impacts from recreational 
disturbance on a number of N2K sites as a result of growth in the Broadland District area. Policies 
EN1 and EN3 of the adopted DM DPD therefore require that adequate formal and informal open 
space is provided to mitigate these impacts; cross-reference to this within this Neighbourhood Plan 
will further ensure that adverse impacts to those N2K sites outside the Plan area are avoided. 
 
Comments on the draft Sustainability Appraisal (SA) 
 
Natural England is generally satisfied that the draft SA provides a detailed assessment of the 
impacts of the Plan on environmental issues within our remit. The assessment identifies that all Plan 
policies will have neutral or positive impacts in the short, medium and long term. However, in our 
previous advice on the SA Scoping Report (our ref: 159416, dated 24th July 2015), we advised that 
a better indicator of the effects of the Plan on SA Objective ENV4 would be the number of planning 
permissions likely to have an adverse impact on the environment, including designated sites. We 
also recommended that impacts on protected species should be considered as part of the SA 
process; we reiterate this advice which does not yet appear to have been implemented. 
 
This concludes Natural England’s comments which I hope you will find helpful. 
 
We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any 
queries please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
For any queries relating to the specific advice in this letter only, please contact Jack Haynes using 
the contact details given below. For any new consultations or issues, please contact 
consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 
 
We really value your feedback to help us improve the service we offer. We have attached a 
feedback form to this letter and welcome any comments you might have about our service. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Jack Haynes 
 

Land Use Operations Norfolk & Suffolk Team 

 

Email: jack.haynes@naturalengland.org.uk 

Tel: 0300 060 1498 
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