
Blofield Parish Neighbourhood Plan: Note of meeting with local landowner, Blofield, 
25 June 2105, 10.00 am -11.10 am.  
 
The landowner (LO3) was one of three respondents to a letter sent to 22 actual or possible 
owners of land in Blofield Parish. Rob Christie (RC), and Steve Briggs (SB), attended on 
behalf of the NP Steering Group.  
 
LO3 and his two sons, also present during most of the meeting, own and run a golf driving 
range and are local employers. Their land-holding in the parish is bounded by Witton Run at 
the south side, the housing down St Andrews Way to the east, the Yarmouth Road to the 
north (except a plot held by Badger Homes) and over the Witton Run to the west into Witton 
Parish itself.    
 
SB and RC outlined the aims and progress so far of the Neighbourhood Plan including a 
precis of the policy areas being worked on as a result of consultation conversations..  
 
LO3 outlined the development plans for the business including opening a 9 hole golf course 
in April 2016, building a new clubhouse, and an `adventure golf` experience based on a 
Swedish model. This represents a significant investment in the village and will add to local 
employment opportunities as well as boosting leisure facilities. 
 
It is their intention that, with the exception of `the Piggeries` site, fronting Yarmouth Road, it 
will remain green space.  
 
A planning application is in hand for developing the Piggeries, which is currently a 
dilapidated eyesore, into 13 low density housing units of which 4 will be social housing. LO3 
was disappointed this had been recently opposed by the Parish Council, however he was 
confident the District Council would be content with the proposals and that the development 
would materialise.  
 
There is a public footpath that is not in the parish that runs from the Yarmouth Road to 
Brundall parallel to Witton Run. This is currently not very safe to use at the Blofield end due 
to the lack of pavement and speed of traffic. SB referred to the wish by various people 
during consultation with the Steering Group, to be able to access Witton Run or enhance it 
as a conservation area. SB had been told that it was culverted on LO3 `s land next to the 
footpath.  
 
LO3 advised that it would not be appropriate to have public access with the risk of being 
struck by golf balls, and that they would not agree to this. Anglian Water clear Witton Run 
annually parallel to the footpath and the family did not think it was culverted. It was their view 
that they are looking after the marshy environment of Witton Run appropriately which is 
abundant with flora and fauna. They plan to plant a wild flower meadow to enhance the area 
as the golf course comes to fruition.  
    
SB advised the family that Brundall Neighbourhood Plan was open for formal consultation on 
the District Council website until 3 August. LO3 expressed surprise that although he owned 
land in Brundall, he had not been consulted about their draft Neighbourhood Plan.    
     
 
SB agreed to email LO3 a copy of the note of the meeting.  
 
Steve Briggs 28/06/2015 
 
 
 



           
          


