
Blofield Parish Neighbourhood Plan: Note of meeting with local landowner, Blofield, 
26 June 2105, 09.30 am -10.30 am.  
 
The landowner (LO4) was one of the respondents to a letter sent to 22 actual or possible 
owners of land in Blofield Parish. Rob Christie (RC), and Steve Briggs (SB), attended on 
behalf of the NP Steering Group.  
 
Through a company which has two other Directors, LO4 owns almost all the farmed land in 
the parish north of the A47 bypass and south of the South Walsham Road. He recently 
purchased land east of the allotments from LO2. Other land in Hemblington and Upton 
amounts to 2,500 acres in total. Most of this is Grade 1 agricultural land, the rest is Grade 2. 
This produces 15,000 tons of sugar beet (refined into 3 million bags of sugar!), 7,000 tons of 
potatoes, and 4,000 tons of onions annually. These require significant irrigation and attention 
so there are 25 kilometres of irrigation pipes on LO4`s land between Witton and Upton for 
which a reservoir has recently been built.  
 
The farms also act as a `stock seed` producer to sow and multiply new varieties of grain. 
New seed strains are developed in small numbers in research environments. These are then 
sent to approved farms to test and multiply the stock over a period of up to 5 years before 
they are deemed suitable and in sufficient quantity to distribute widely.      
 
The company directly employ 10 people.       
 
SB and RC outlined the aims and progress so far of the Neighbourhood Plan including a 
precis of the policy areas being worked on as a result of consultation conversations.  
 
LO4 advised that the purpose of the company was arable farming and that is how it will 
remain for the foreseeable future. He did not agree with policy that nationally is allowing the 
same area of land he farms to be concreted over, tarmacked or built on each week. He 
considered the loss of Grade 1 arable land to be irreversible and a national tragedy, and 
described the major difference between the environmental impact  (water, energy, etc.) 
required to produce crops on his land than poorer Grade 3 and 4 land where development 
would be better located. He considered that the Northern Distributor Road will result in urban 
sprawl and completely change the character of the area between Norwich and Wroxham. 
 
On a smaller scale he agreed that a roundabout at the eastern end of the Blofield bypass 
might result in more housing infill near the allotments.    
 
LO4 stated that he is regularly contacted by developers wishing to purchase land, but he 
refuses their overtures.  
 
SB outlined the wish of some people who had made representations to the Steering Group 
to have a footpath and improved road access between Blofield and Blofield Heath, with a 
possible new footpath route across fields linking Orchard Close, Field Lane and Bullace 
Bush Lane.  
  
LO4 commented that improving the Woodbastwick Road between the two villages might be 
difficult because of two large water mains. The public footpaths that currently cross the 
company`s land are maintained by them according to legal requirements. However there are 
incidents of vandalism and crop damage so he could not support any new footpaths across 
the fields.  
 
RC outlined an option the Parish Council may have of developing a recreation site behind 
the Doctor`s Surgery and Wyngates. LO4 thought it would be a good option.   
 



SB agreed to email LO4 a copy of a note of the meeting. 
 
Steve Briggs, 30/06/15  
 
 
 
 
           
          


